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Technology and Interactive Media 
as Tools in Early Childhood Programs 
Serving Children from Birth through Age 8

T

This statement is intended primarily to provide guidance to 
those working in early childhood education programs serving 
children from birth through age 8. Although not developed as 
a guide for families in the selection and use of technology and 
interactive media in their homes, the information here may be 
helpful to inform such decisions.
NAEYC and the Fred Rogers Center do not endorse or recom-
mend software, hardware, curricula, or other materials.
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Interactive media refers to digital 
and analog materials, including soft-
ware programs, applications (apps), 
broadcast and streaming media, some 
children’s television programming, 
e-books, the Internet, and other forms 
of content designed to facilitate active 
and creative use by young children and 
to encourage social engagement with 
other children and adults. 
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Statement of the Issues
Non-interactive media include 
certain television programs, 
videos, DVDs, and streaming 
media now available on a vari-
ety of screens. Noninteractive 
technology tools and media 

and description of effective and 
appropriate use in this state-
ment unless they are used 
in ways that promote active 
engagement and interactions. 
Noninteractive media can lead 
to passive viewing and over-
exposure to screen time for 
young children and are not 
substitutes for interactive and 
engaging uses of digital media 
or for interactions with adults 
and other children.

The term digital literacy is 
used throughout this statement 
to encompass both technology 
and media literacy.
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The Position

Principles to Guide the Appropriate Use of 
Technology and Interactive Media as Tools in 
Early Childhood Programs Serving Children 
from Birth through Age 8
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The term digital citizenship 
refers to the need for adults and 
children to be responsible digital 
citizens through an understanding 
of the use, abuse, and misuse of 
technology as well as the norms 
of appropriate, responsible, and 
ethical behaviors related to online 
rights, roles, identity, safety, secu-
rity, and communication.
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This is a joint position statement of the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young Children and the Fred 
Rogers Center for Early Learning and Children’s Media 
at Saint Vincent College.

Acknowledgments
NAEYC and the Fred Rogers Center (FRC) appreciate 
the work of the Joint NAEYC-FRC Writing Team and 
Working Group members who participated in the devel-
opment of this position statement: Roberta Schomburg, 
Co-chair, Carlow University and Fred Rogers Center; 
Chip Donohue, Co-chair, Erikson Institute and Fred 
Rogers Center; Madhavi Parikh, NAEYC; Warren Buck-
leitner, Children’s Technology Review; Pamela Johnson, 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting; Lynn Nolan, Inter-
national Society for Technology in Education; Christine 
Wang, State University at Buffalo, SUNY; Ellen Wartella, 
Northwestern University and Fred Rogers Center. Input 
from members of the NAEYC Governing Board and the 
Fred Rogers Center Advisory Council, as well as key staff 
members in both organizations, also is acknowledged.

Copyright © 2012 by the National Association for the Education of Young Children and the Fred Rogers Center for Early 
Learning and Children’s Media at Saint Vincent College. All rights reserved.


