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Our Gateway to College Story 
In 2000, Portland Community College developed the Gateway to College 

program to reconnect young people  with their education. Through the GtC 

program students were able to complete their high school diplomas while 

simultaneously earning college credits toward a degree or certificate. 
  

This innovative and successful approach captured the attention of the Gates 

Foundation and other funders whose donations have made it possible for this single-

site to evolve into a network of college-based programs across the nation. Holistic 

student support, innovative teaching and learning, and intentional collaboration are 

guiding principles found throughout the Gateway to College National Network. 
 

In the spring of 2012, Shasta College, in partnership with the Shasta Union High 

School District, applied for a Gateway to College replication grant. After a thorough 

review and site visits from the funders, Shasta College received notification that they 

had been selected for a grant to begin a Gateway to College program on the Shasta 

College campus for the 2013-2014 school year. 
 

After hiring staff and receiving training on the Gateway model, the program enrolled 

the first cohort of 23 students and began classes on August 19, 2013. Since that time, 

the program has enjoyed steady growth. To date there have been 300 graduates. 

For the past seven years the Shasta College Gateway to College program has been 

honored to receive the Gateway to College National Network’s Program Excellence 

Award for exemplary performance, including the highest graduation rate of the 

Gateway programs across the nation.  
 

The Gateway to College team is excited about completing the thirteenth year of service 

to our community and continuing the mission of offering a second chance to students 

seeking an opportunity to reengage with their education. 

  

Shasta College Theatre  

Redding, California 

The 13th Annual 

Gateway to College 

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 

at Four o’clock 

GRADUATION 

CEREMONY 
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Congratulations Graduates! 

Adao Bagaforo 
Ryan Hallett 

Hunter McCovey 
Addelynn Morris 

Aiden Riera-Vandre 
Brendejah Washington 

Audrey Wishard 

Fall 2025 

Spring 2026 
Malia Anderson 

Noah Bailey 
Samantha Bell * 
Gaelen Bryant * 

Izabella Cardenas 
Zayne Dwyer 

Canyon Eckert * 
Ruby Escobedo 
Elliot LeRoy * 
Elysze Martin 

* Notates students who have completed Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) courses. 

Maliya Martin-Heard 
Max Maslin 

Noah McCoy * 
Laynee McLean * 

Kenzi Nava * 
Logan Ortiz 

Fantasia Plotkin 
Riley Richardson 

Syrus Roberts * 
Morgan Sloan 
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Congratulations, Graduates!  
 
Think about the times when it seemed like this milestone was never going to 
happen. Some of you were dealing with struggles that your classmates and 
instructors might not fully understand, such as issues around health, money 
loss, anxiety, or just trying to believe in yourself. You stand here today because 
you kept going anyway. 
 
This graduation is not only about finishing high school. It is about how you kept 
going, and how you were willing to keep trying when things got tough. Being 
successful does not always mean everything is perfect. It does not always 
happen as others expect. A lot of you showed how strong you are by 
persevering and finding your way. 
 
You’ve proven you can handle challenges. You now know how to communicate 
with clarity, manage conflict with grace, and lead with intellect and empathy. 
So, what is next? 
 
Let this milestone be a new beginning. Lead with purpose. Listen actively. Act 
wisely. And go forward with honesty and kindness. Look for opportunities to 
make a positive difference. 
 
Wishing you all the best! 
 

Desirêe Lesicko, College Instructor 
CALS 262: Modes of Expression, Cals 260: Money Matters 

Congratulations Class of 2026! As you embark on this new adventure, 

discovering and pursuing your dreams, remember all that you have navigated 

and overcome to reach this significant milestone. May you continue to invest in 

yourself and others, contributing toward deepening the goodness, truth and 

beauty within and around you – even in the moments when it may be difficult 

to see. It has been an absolute privilege walking this leg of the journey with you 

all, and I look forward to seeing what is next!   
 

Dr. Jennifer Costillo, College Instructor 
STU50: Getting Connected, STU1: College Success, STU92: Worksite Readiness 

Message from our Instructors 
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The Ceremony 

P r o c e s s i o n a l  
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar 

 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  G r a d u a t e s  

Corrie Duffy, Admin Professional—Gateway to College 
 

N a t i o n a l  A n t h e m  
“Star Spangled Banner” 

 
W e l c o m e  A d d r e s s  &  P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  C l a s s  

Cat Morton, Program Director—Gateway to College 

 
O p e n i n g  W o r d s  

Dr. Frank Nigro, Superintendent/President—Shasta College 
Tim Calkins, Pioneer High School Principal—SUHSD  

 
S t u d e n t  S p e a k e r s  

Malia Anderson 
Kenzi Nava 

Canyon Eckert 
Addelynn Morris 

Gaelen Bryant 
Elysze Martin 

 
S p e c i a l  A w a r d s  

Holly Edwards, Student Services Specialist—Gateway to College 
Matt Rogers, Assistant Director—Gateway to College 

 
R e a d i n g  o f  N a m e s  &  A w a r d i n g  o f  D i p l o m a s  

Scott Yeager, High School Instructor 
Dr. Frank Nigro, Superintendent/President—Shasta College 

 

James Crocket, High School Instructor 
Dr. Owen Crosby , Superintendent—Shasta Union High School District 

 
P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  G r a d u a t e s  

Cat Morton 
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Fall 2025 Graduates 

“To accomplish great things,  

we must not only act,  but also  dream,  

not only plan, but also believe.” ~Anatole France  

Hunter McCovey 
 

Ryan Hallett 

Ryan has learned a lot about discipline and 
staying consistent even when he doesn't feel 
like it. He has become more confident in himself 
and his decisions and has grown mentally. He 
plans on getting into Heavy Equipment and is 
excited to finance his dream car within a year. 

Adao Michael-Afi Bagaforo 

Adao would like to start a restaurant or 
home renovation business with his father. He 

is grateful for his family and friends who 
have pushed him to be a better individual 
for the future. He is looking forward to 
walking across the stage at graduation. 
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Message from our Instructors 

Remember that when life doesn’t deal you the best hand, you still have 

what it takes to be successful. Keep believing in yourself and know that 

you are capable of making the decisions in life to get where you want. 

You got here, enjoy this moment and own it! As you move forward in 

life, no matter what comes, remember you are worth it and you have 

what it takes to succeed.  
 

James Crockett, High School Instructor 
Economics, Math & Credit Recovery 

It’s that time, “that fabtabulous magic carpet ride of a time.” You have 

earned this moment through all you have accomplished. You have 

persevered through the difficult and the sometimes tedious. You did the 

doings that needed to be done. As we say farewell, may you use the tools 

you have gained, think logically and compassionately, and recognize 

nuance. Your actions have helped you achieve your place on the 

graduation stage today. You still have many choices to make. Your future 

awaits you.  
 

Scott Yeager, High School Instructor 
English, Science, & Credit Recovery 
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Message to our Graduates 
To our Gateway to College Graduates -  
 

YOU DID IT!! Today marks an important day as we are here to celebrate 
and honor your transition from high school to the next phase of your life. 
Everyone here acknowledges with pride how much you have 
accomplished. When you first began at Gateway to College, you were 
seeking an alternate path and a way to change the trajectory of your high 
school experience. You rose to the challenge here at GtC and by being 
willing to grow and be accountable for your choices, you demonstrated 
how resilient you truly are. 
 

We know that it wasn’t easy! You showed courage in making the 
necessary changes and we hope you can see how much your hard work 
and commitment has paid off.  
 

Graduating high school is a significant achievement and one that you all 
fought hard to earn. Even though you had difficult times and days you 
wanted to give up, you never did and we are so very proud of you. 
 

Digging deep and pushing through when things get tough is an incredible 
life skill and one you all possess. Don’t ever forget how strong and 
capable you are! The next time you face a struggle, you will be able to get 
through it because you know you have done it before! As you move 
forward, please remember that you now have the chance to create the 
life you want for yourself. We know that might seem scary, but we also 
know that you are ready for this! Fear is a normal part of life, but don’t let 
it stop you from being who you want to be. Thank you for letting us be a 
part of your story. It’s been an honor and a privilege.  
 

This is just the beginning and we can’t wait to see where you’ll go next.  
Live big! Live brave! Live to the fullest! You’ve got this! 
Congratulations Class of 2026!! 
 
Cat Morton, Program Director 

Matt Rogers, Assistant Program Director 

Holly Edwards, Student Services Specialist 

Corrie Duffy, Program Assistant 
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Brendejah Ariana Washington 

Brendejah has learned that willingness isn't 
weakness and plans on getting a Masters in 
Business in the future. She is grateful for 
her teachers, friends, and family pushing 
her to become great. 

Aiden appreciates that he was able to fast-
track his way to success in life and graduate 

early. He is grateful for the support from 
the GtC staff, and is excited for what the 

future holds for him. 

Audrey Elizabeth Wishard 

The change Audrey is most proud of is her 
ability to motivate herself toward hard-to-

reach goals. She is thankful for the help 
and support she received from the GtC staff 

toward improving herself and grades. 
Audrey plans on going to school to become 

a Phlebotomist. 

Aiden Christopher Riera-Vandre 

Addelynn Morris 

Addie is most proud of the emotional 
intelligence she has gained and is grateful 
for the opportunity to attend GtC and 
graduate with more knowledge and 
confidence. She wants to start her own 
business in Real Estate and is excited for her 
future. 
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Samantha Rene Bell 
 

Noah Bailey 

Noah plans to attend San Diego State 
University to pursue a degree in Business 
Finance. He is grateful for the people who 
love him and is looking forward to the 
freedom to be on his own.  

Malia Anderson 

Malia plans to continue in college to 
earn a criminal justice degree and wants 
to be a detective. She has learned to keep 
going during hard times and is grateful 

for her family. 

Spring 2026 Graduates 

Sam has learned that she has more 
potential than she thought and is 

thankful for the opportunities that GtC 
has provided. Her future goals revolve 

around forensic toxicology and getting a 
job that she enjoys. 

“The only person you are destined to become  

is the person you decide to be.”   ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson  
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Syrus Hunter Roberts 

Syrus has learned that when times are 
tough, he can be an incredibly hard 

worker. He plans on being a Civil Engineer 
and looks forward to earning money. He is 

grateful for the opportunities GtC has 
given him. 

“What you get by achieving your goals is not as important as  

what you become by achieving your goals.”  

 
~ Henry David Thoreau 

Morgan is proud of making it through the 
year with passing grades and is grateful 
for the memories she has made at GtC. She 
plans on going to Cosmetology school and 
get her nail license. 

Morgan Tse Yi Nii Sloan 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12080.Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12080.Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
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Logan Ortiz 

Logan wants to get a degree in 
Administration of Justice and become a law 
enforcement officer. He has learned to be 

patient with himself and enjoy his time 
while at GtC. He is grateful for his family. 

Fantasia Chevelle Plotkin 

Fantasia is most proud of getting A's in her 
classes here at GtC. She plans to become an 
ASL interpreter and wants to continue 
taking classes at Shasta College. She is 
grateful for her family and God. 

Riley Zarrin Richardson 

Riley is proud of learning to handle social 
situations better. He plans to take a gap year 
to figure out what direction he wants to go 

in. He is grateful for the opportunities he has 
had at GtC and is looking forward to not 

being in High School anymore. 
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Zayne King Dwyer 

Zayne's future plans are to find something 
he loves to do and stick with it. He is looking 
forward to more job opportunities. He is 
grateful for the opportunity to come to GtC 
and make a change, and has learned how 
important it is to use his time wisely. 

Izzy plans on becoming a nurse. She is 
grateful for the relationships she has 

built at GtC and considers the teachers 
her friends. She has learned that she can 

be who she aspires to be if she puts her 
mind to it. 

Canyon Edward Ramos Eckert 

Canyon plans on becoming a registered 
nurse and looks forward to being able to 

support himself financially. He is grateful 
for his friends, family, and partner. 

Izabella Cardenas 

Gaelen Thevest Bryant 

Gaelen is grateful for his friends and 
family and the memories he has made. He 
would like to continue to work at his 
family's business, Bryant Automotive. He is 
looking forward to his future and would 
like to have a house, wife, and kids. 
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Ruby Renee Escobedo 

Ruby is excited to experience life as an adult. 
She plans on getting work experience after 

graduation and continuing college after 
taking a break from school. She would like a 

job that will allow her to help people and 
make a difference in their lives.  

Elliot LeRoy 

Elliot is proud of how confident he has 
become and is grateful for his friends, family, 
and partner. He plans on returning to Shasta 
College after taking a gap year. 

Elysze Martin 

Elysze is proud of making the daunting 
transition from homeschooling to high 
school and college at the age of 15. The 

support from GtC staff and the strength 
within helped her to understand that she is 

more than capable. She is grateful for the 
wisdom from Dr. Costillo and Mr. Yeager, 

who have made a sincere impact on her life. 

Maliya Ann Martin-Heard 

Maliya is looking forward to her future 
and plans to travel after graduation. She is 
grateful for her family & friends. 
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Kenzi is looking forward to graduating 
and plans on working in forensics. She is 
grateful for the friends she has made and 
the experiences she has had. 

Laynee is thankful that she has been able to 
experience college classes and has learned 
that she enjoys the fast-paced learning. She 

plans to transfer to a University to work 
toward being an Attorney. 

Noah Kimo McCoy 

Noah is grateful for his family. He is 
undecided about his plans for the future, 
but is looking forward to being finished 
with high school.  

Max Maslin 

Max is thankful for the new friends he has 
made at GtC. He plans to continue school  

and is looking forward to getting rich. He 
is grateful for his friends & family. 

Kenzi Solaris Nava 

Laynee McLean 


